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Living Universe
Scientific Foundation, Methodology, and Research Goal
A printable explanation for researchers, professors, students, and scientif ic collaborators

Core idea: Living Universe keeps one foundational equation fixed while allowing the scientific description inside 
the model to become progressively more detailed. Known relationships are modeled, uncertainty remains 
uncertainty, and missing pathways are never invented merely to keep the simulation moving.

Executive summary
Living Universe is an evolving scientific modeling and research framework designed to represent an increasingly 
detailed virtual universe from evidence-backed scientific descriptions. It begins from a deliberately coarse 
canonical state and grows only when new components, processes, parameters, and relationships are supported 
and pass the project's separate research, proposal, review, and integration boundaries.

The framework is rooted in one immutable master equation: Existence = Nonexistence. Within Living Universe, this 
equation is the permanent foundational identity. The compact expression and its dynamic explanation are not two 
master equations; they are two explanatory resolutions of the same identity. The dynamic explanation describes a 
continuous 0 -> 1 realization at the beginning while 1 -> 0 is continuously realized at the end, without changing the 
root equality.

Scientific reliability does not come from the software merely obeying the master equation. Reliability comes from 
disciplined model construction: explicit evidence provenance, versioned model states, reproducible experiments, 
visible assumptions, preserved uncertainty, traceable calculations, preserved disagreement, clear separation 
between AI explanation and evidence, and a strict rule that UNKNOWN or UNRESOLVED never authorizes the 
system to invent a missing scientific pathway.

Scientific status and framing. Within the project, Existence = Nonexistence is an immutable foundational axiom and 
the framework's proposed universal claim. The fact that the software is constrained to obey it does not by itself 
establish the equation as an experimentally proven physical law. External scientific validation requires formal 
definitions, derived consequences, reproducible comparisons with observation, and predictive success.

1. The universal master equation
Existence = Nonexistence

Living Universe has exactly one universal master equation. It is not replaced when the model gains more scientific 
detail, and it is not one member of a larger set of peer foundational equations. All later equations, laws, 
mechanisms, transfers, reactions, fields, biological processes, and scientific models describe increasingly resolved 
behavior inside the universal state represented by this one root identity.

The master equation is therefore a framework-level statement about the total condition in which changing scientific 
states exist. It does not substitute for the equations needed to calculate chemistry, thermodynamics, mechanics, 
biology, electromagnetism, atmospheric behavior, or any other specialized phenomenon.

One equation, two explanatory resolutions
Compact expression:  Existence = Nonexistence

Dynamic explanation:  0 -> 1   while   1 -> 0

The compact/static expression and the dynamic explanation are two explanatory resolutions of the same identity. 
They must never be interpreted as two master equations, two independent foundations, one-time sequential 
events, or a separate beginning/end theory.

The dynamic explanation exposes continuous realization already contained in the equality: at the beginning, 0 -> 1 
is continuously realized, while at the end, 1 -> 0 is continuously realized. The realization is nonterminal. Internal 
state can continue changing while the root equality remains unchanged.

THE EQUATION STAYS FIXED. THE RESOLUTION AND STATE CAN CHANGE.
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A useful mathematical shorthand
One can illustrate the distinction between a fixed global constraint and a changing internal state with a shorthand 
such as:

C[S(t)] = 0    while    dS/dt != 0

This is not the master equation. It is only a compact mathematical illustration of the idea that a global condition can 
remain satisfied while the state inside it continues to evolve.

2. What happens when something changes or disappears?
If a recognizable state A later ceases to exist in that recognizable form, Living Universe does not interpret this as A 
falling outside the universal state into literal nothing. Some continuation exists within the total dynamic state, even 
when human knowledge has not yet resolved what that continuation is.

If evidence supports A -> B, model A -> B.

If evidence supports only A -> ?, preserve A -> ?.

UNKNOWN != NONEXISTENCE

UNRESOLVED DESTINATION != NONEXISTENCE

This rule is one of the most important scientific safeguards in the platform. A missing relationship is information 
about the limits of the current model. The system must not manufacture A -> B for visual completeness, graph 
closure, bookkeeping, narrative convenience, or AI convenience.

3. Source reality and the virtual Living Universe
SOURCE REALITY VIRTUAL LIVING UNIVERSE

The underlying reality being investigated. A phenomenon 
may exist whether or not humans have discovered, 
measured, modeled, or named it.

The historically traceable scientific representation that the 
project has actually accepted. Researching or proposing 
something does not automatically instantiate it.

Human discovery therefore does not create underlying existence. It increases the resolution of our description of 
what is already present in source reality.

M0(S) <= M1(S) <= M2(S) <= ...

Where scientifically appropriate, a later valid refinement should remain compatible with earlier valid coarse 
descriptions. A useful conceptual projection is pi_n(M_(n+1)) = M_n: the richer description should be able to 
coarse-grain back to the earlier level where that earlier level was valid.

DISCOVERY INCREASES DESCRIPTION; IT DOES NOT CREATE EXISTENCE.

4. Genesis: why the virtual universe begins with one plant
Living Universe begins from a deliberately coarse canonical starting point: DISCOVERY-0001, the Genesis Plant 
Growth Equation. Genesis is the first accepted virtual discovery, the first dynamic anchor, and the ancestry origin 
of later accepted virtual history.

Genesis does not assert that source reality literally contains only one plant. It establishes what the virtual model is 
presently authorized to know. If the represented universe contains only Genesis and the relationships actually 
supported for Genesis, the simulator should evolve only from those represented relationships. It must not silently 
add oceans, atmosphere, soil chemistry, species, or unseen molecular pathways merely because those things 
exist in our real universe.

This makes the starting condition scientifically useful: the model is intentionally incomplete, and its incompleteness 
remains visible rather than being hidden behind assumptions.

5. Lower-level science lives inside the master state
The master equation does not provide numerical scientific detail. It does not specify the density of water, the 
growth rate of a plant, a reaction constant, a gravitational parameter, a phase boundary, an organism's anatomy, 
or the evolution of an electromagnetic field. Those require ordinary scientific evidence and specialized equations.

For example, an internal transfer model may use a relation such as:



LIVING UNIVERSE  |  SCIENTIFIC FOUNDATION & METHODOLOGY

Nathan Boss with ChatGPT  |  August 2026  |  3

dX_i/dt = sum_j J_(j->i) - sum_k J_(i->k)

Chemical reactions, field equations, thermodynamic relations, transport laws, biological mechanisms, molecular 
interactions, and other domain-specific models can become increasingly detailed without replacing the root 
identity.

6. Complex phenomena should emerge from supported detail
SUBMIT BASE COMPONENTS / PROCESSES - LET COMPLEXITY EMERGE

Living Universe is designed to avoid treating broad emergent outcomes as unexplained atomic discoveries. A 
researcher may introduce a scientifically described liquid, gas, organism, field, energy state, solid, plasma, or 
process. Higher-order phenomena should arise only when sufficient accepted components, conditions, and 
relationships make them consequences of the modeled state.

For example, adding a large quantity of liquid water does not automatically create a lake. A lake-like configuration 
requires additional supported conditions such as containment geometry, gravity, thermal conditions, retention, and 
other relevant relationships.

Likewise, rain should not be inserted as a primitive command. Rain-like behavior would require enough accepted 
detail about liquid water, gaseous water, evaporation, condensation, temperature and pressure behavior, 
nucleation, gravity, droplet dynamics, atmospheric constituents, and their supported interactions.

COMPLEX BEHAVIOR IS A CONSEQUENCE, NOT A SUBMISSION.

7. What makes Living Universe scientifically useful and reliable?
Scientific usefulness comes from disciplined model construction and transparent limits, not from claiming that the 
software is omniscient. A trustworthy experiment should always identify what model state, evidence, assumptions, 
parameters, and unresolved information produced the result.

Evidence provenance. Material scientific assertions should be traceable through CLAIM -> SOURCE(S) -> 
METHODS / DATA -> UNCERTAINTY. AI explanation is not evidence.

Explicit model scope. A result is a consequence of the represented model under stated conditions. It is not 
automatically a complete statement about everything source reality contains.

Unknowns remain unknown. A missing interaction remains unresolved instead of being filled by plausible-looking 
AI or simulation behavior.

Reproducibility. Given the same accepted state, parameters, model version, and deterministic conditions, the 
same experiment should produce the same result.

Versioned scientific state. Experiments must identify the exact model resolution used. A later, richer model can 
change future results without rewriting the historical experiment.

Uncertainty preservation. Measured uncertainty, ranges, bounds, and domain limitations must not be silently 
converted into false precision.

Conflicting evidence remains visible. Disagreement between sources is retained as scientifically meaningful 
information rather than automatically averaged away.

Simulation is not automatic truth. A simulated consequence is evidence about the behavior of the model. It 
becomes evidence about source reality only through appropriate empirical comparison and scientific interpretation.

8. How an experiment can be interpreted
A researcher can define an accepted model state S0, experimental conditions C, and a model evolution:

S(t) = F(S0, C, t)

The modeled result can then be compared with empirical observation. Agreement means the model survived that 
comparison within the tested scope. Disagreement is not something the platform should hide; it is a scientifically 
useful discrepancy.

A discrepancy may indicate a missing relationship, incorrect evidence, incomplete parameterization, insufficient 
model resolution, a wrong hypothesis, a numerical defect, or an unknown process. The correct response is to 
expose the discrepancy and turn it into a research question.

MODEL DISCREPANCY -> RESEARCH QUESTION
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9. Educational use
In an educational setting, Living Universe can teach the structure of scientific reasoning rather than only produce 
answers. A professor can assign a bounded question, ask students to state a hypothesis, identify variables and 
evidence, construct a model, predict an outcome, run the experiment, compare prediction with result, and explain 
the discrepancy.

QUESTION -> HYPOTHESIS -> EVIDENCE -> MODEL -> PREDICTION -> OBSERVATION -> 
REVISION

An important educational principle is that 'we do not currently know' is a valid scientific result when the evidence or 
relationships are genuinely unresolved.

10. Research Platform V2: the planned universal research workspace
The planned Research Platform V2 extends Living Universe into a general scientific investigation environment 
powered by ChatGPT-assisted research while keeping scientific authority with evidence, researchers, reviewers, 
and the project's governance process.

A researcher should be able to define a question, preserve an initial hypothesis, investigate worldwide and 
multilingual evidence, compare sources, inspect equations and units, preserve provenance, identify uncertainty 
and contradictions, record unresolved requirements, develop a structured research summary, and stop there if 
desired.

QUESTION -> INVESTIGATION -> EVIDENCE -> UNDERSTANDING -> RESEARCH SUMMARY

OPTIONAL: RESEARCH SUMMARY -> PROPOSAL -> REVIEW -> SANDBOX -> FUTURE 
AUTHORIZED DISCOVERY

ChatGPT may assist with search, explanation, source comparison, mathematics, unit normalization, requirement 
decomposition, conflict identification, uncertainty surfacing, and structured drafting. It must remain distinguishable 
from evidence and must not silently convert model output into scientific authority.

CHATGPT RESEARCH ASSISTANCE = TRUE

CHATGPT SCIENTIFIC AUTHORITY = FALSE

11. Coverage measures must remain auditable
The research platform may eventually report evidence or requirement coverage, but a percentage must never be 
presented as a probability of scientific truth.

For example, 'Thermodynamic requirement coverage - 7/9' means that seven of the nine requirements currently 
identified as applicable to the defined investigation are sufficiently supported under the stated criteria, while two 
remain unresolved or otherwise unsupported.

A result of 9/9 still does not mean science is complete. The denominator belongs to the current scope and 
research resolution. Later work may identify a tenth requirement. Historical coverage should therefore remain 
attached to the requirement-set version, scope, conditions, and evidence state used at the time.

COVERAGE != TRUTH PROBABILITY

IDENTIFIED REQUIREMENT COMPLETENESS != ONTOLOGICAL COMPLETENESS

12. Research, proposal, and discovery are separate
RESEARCH != PROPOSAL != DISCOVERY

Research can contain hypotheses, sources, calculations, disagreement, speculation, and unresolved questions. It 
has zero canonical effect.

A proposal is a deliberate supported subset of the retained research record. Unsupported speculation, missing 
relationships, or unresolved hypotheses must not silently become proposal assertions.

P subset-of R
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where R is the complete retained research record and P is the supported proposal packet intentionally constructed 
from it.

A proposal still does not become a discovery automatically. Discovery requires the project's separate review, 
subject-authority, integration, and future canonical-acceptance boundaries.

13. What Living Universe can and cannot claim
SCIENTIFICALLY DEFENSIBLE CLAIMS CLAIMS THE SOFTWARE ALONE CANNOT ESTABLISH

The model is evidence-traceable and versioned. That the master equation is already an experimentally 
established universal law.

Unresolved relationships can remain explicitly unresolved. That every modeled result is automatically true in source reality.
Experiments can be reproduced against a specified model state. That absence from the virtual model means absence from 

reality.
Complex behavior can be allowed to emerge from represented 
interactions.

That AI output itself constitutes evidence or scientific 
acceptance.

Later scientific resolution can extend the model without rewriting 
accepted history.

That a high coverage score proves scientific completeness.

14. The project's long-term goal
Living Universe is intended to become a scientifically disciplined environment in which human knowledge can 
progressively increase the resolution of a shared computational universe. The model should know only what has 
been supported, preserve uncertainty and disagreement, expose missing relationships, and allow future research 
to fill those gaps without rewriting the foundational equation.

The long-term research platform is intended to be useful even when no contribution to the universe is made. 
Researchers and students should be able to investigate real scientific questions, preserve a durable evidence trail, 
understand what is known and unknown, and optionally offer supported findings to the Living Universe through a 
separate proposal process.

The most scientifically interesting future outcome would not be a manually scripted universe. It would be a universe 
in which increasingly complex behavior appears because independently supported components and relationships 
make that behavior a consequence of the model.

15. Plain-language explanation
Living Universe begins from one fixed foundational identity - Existence = Nonexistence - and allows scientific 
discovery to progressively increase the resolution of the universe represented inside it. The platform does not 
invent missing science merely to keep a simulation running. Known relationships are modeled; uncertainty 
remains uncertainty; unresolved pathways remain unresolved. Every experiment is tied to an explicit model 
state, evidence base, scope, and level of resolution. As independently supported components and processes 
accumulate, increasingly complex behavior can emerge from their interaction. The equation stays fixed. The 
resolution grows.

Key principles at a glance
• Existence = Nonexistence
• ONE MASTER EQUATION - TWO EXPLANATORY RESOLUTIONS
• THE EQUATION STAYS FIXED. THE RESOLUTION GROWS.
• UNKNOWN != NONEXISTENCE
• MODEL ONLY WHAT IS SUPPORTED; PRESERVE WHAT IS UNKNOWN.
• COMPLEX BEHAVIOR IS A CONSEQUENCE, NOT A SUBMISSION.
• RESEARCH != PROPOSAL != DISCOVERY
• CHATGPT RESEARCH ASSISTANCE = TRUE; CHATGPT SCIENTIFIC AUTHORITY = FALSE
• COVERAGE != TRUTH PROBABILITY

Document purpose: This document explains the Living Universe framework and its intended scientific methodology. It is designed for 
public, educational, and research-oriented discussion and should be read together with specific experiment records, evidence ledgers, 
model-version information, and domain-specific scientific sources when evaluating any particular result.
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